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News Release  
 

Research Triangle Park, N.C. (July 15, 2008) — The Chinese Ministry of Agriculture has 
granted a safety certificate for LibertyLink® soybeans, which clears the way for imports of the 
soybeans into the country.   The receipt of this certificate marks a significant milestone toward the 
commercialization of LibertyLink soybeans, as China is the largest importer of U.S. soybeans.   
 
“We are very pleased that the Chinese government has cleared LibertyLink soybeans for import,” 
said Andy Hurst, LibertyLink product manager for Bayer CropScience.  “We are well on track to 
meet our projected commercial launch target of 2009 in the United States.” 
 
Bayer CropScience is committed to securing import authorizations in key soybean importing 
countries.  To date, LibertyLink soybeans are fully approved for food, feed and cultivation in the 
United States and Canada and for importation and/or cultivation in Argentina, Australia, Japan, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Russia, South Africa and Taiwan.   
 
LibertyLink soybeans will bring important benefits and choice to soybean farmers. The LibertyLink 
trait and Ignite® herbicide will be the only non-selective alternative herbicide tolerant system for 
soybeans that will enable growers to maintain current production practices and rotate herbicide 
tolerant systems in order to effectively manage weed resistance and preserve the utility of these 
technologies. The system will also deliver other benefits to growers -- less tillage, labor, fuel and 
equipment usage; and the ease and convenience of non-selective, post-emergent weed control 
with excellent crop safety – in competitive, high-yielding varieties.  
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China Issues Safety Certificate for LibertyLink® Soybeans  
 
Action represents a significant step toward commercialization of important new soybean 

technology 
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Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the fields of health care, nutrition and high-

tech materials. Bayer CropScience AG, a subsidiary of Bayer AG with annual sales of about EUR 

5.8 billion (2007), is one of the world’s leading innovative crop science companies in the areas of 

crop protection, non-agricultural pest control, seeds and plant biotechnology. The company offers 

an outstanding range of products and extensive service backup for modern, sustainable 

agriculture and for non-agricultural applications. Bayer CropScience has a global workforce of 

about 17,800 and is represented in more than 120 countries. 
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Greg Coffey, phone 919-549-2404       
E-mail: greg.coffey@bayercropscience.com 
 
Forward-Looking Statements 
This news release contains forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer 
Group management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material 
differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the 
estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in our annual and interim reports filed with the Frankfurt 
Stock Exchange. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to 
conform them to future events or developments. 
 

 


